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As a postal employee, I'm appalled that Fox TV decided to air their
irresponsible spoof that degraded postal employees on their Saturday,
December 13, 2003, evening “Mad-TV” show. The parody depicted
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several postal employees wielding guns, hold-
ing their customers at bay, and arguing over
who should carry out the “killing spree.”

In response to the skit, the postal service has
pulled $200,000 in advertising revenue from
Fox TV. The ongoing “joke” that the media
created around the postal persona, due to a few
isolated incidents of violence by postal em-
ployees, grows tiring. More than 730,000 postal
employees and their families have endured
enough abuse and have been the butt of enough
ignorant jokes. The actions of Fox TV warrant
the quick response that was taken by the postal
service and should also lead its emplovees to
avoid purchasing products or services adver-
tised by Fox TV. In fact, it would not be
unreasonable for employees to quit watching
shows on Fox TV altogether.

The media should focus on the positive as-
pects of postal employees. Our employees

deliver over 200 billion pieces of mail each
and every year, even after two emplovees died
from anthrax found in the mail, and thousands
of others found themselves at great risk or
contracting the disease. Emplovees continue
to risk life and limb as several facilities tested
positive for anthrax contamination. In additior
to biohazard risks, mail pieces and parceis
may also contain other dangerous materials.
Over the past several vears, postal emplon-
ees have saved lives in a number or waus.
Several mail carriers found suspicious looking
packages and reported them to the Postai In-
spection Service. The packages turned out o
contain explosive devices that were sarei
detonated. Postal letter carriefs have rescued
hundreds of senior citizens from a number o7
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[image: image2.png]emergency situations in and around their
homes, including saving them from dving from
gas asphy xiation. injuries from falls, o- ca-diz.
arrest.

Postal emplovees continue to protect the
sanctity of the mail, even when faced with
national emergencies such as 911, when the
nation stopped, but the mail did not. Postal
emplovees deliver mail in the scorching heat
of summer and the trigid cold of winter. The:
keep the mail moving in order to keep our bilis
current and our families in touch. Thev collec:
tovs for needyv children at Christmas <me
pronde donations to organizations that per-
form cancer research. collect iooc fo- the
hungrv. and provide bhelp to tight domestic
abuse.

Perhaps the media, including Fox T\ should
create a new stereotype, or better still — reflect
an accurate image of postal personnel, based
on the caring and benevolent actions of over
730,000 employees rather than the behaviors
of just a few. O
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Thursday, Feb. 19, 2003
7:30 p.m.
1904 Arch Street

Shuttle Service from the GPO to the Union Hall Available
Light Refreshments Will be Served

Following Meeting: March 18, 2004
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